
  

Festive Season, subdued but 
special, carries on 
throughout the Caribbean  
By Gay Nagle Myers  Dec 22, 2020  

  

It's the Festive Season, the description the Caribbean gives to 

the holiday period that officially kicked off on Dec. 15 and runs 

through early January on many islands.  

Despite the fact that Covid-19 that has canceled many celebrations this year, some of 

the islands and resorts have a sleighful of activities, culinary enticements and visits by 

masked Santas to entertain locals and guests.  

Puerto Rico is home to the longest holiday season, which lasts an epic 45 days from 

Thanksgiving to mid-January. It's typically filled with religious pageants, parades, 

music, street fairs, food stalls, art exhibits, lights and decorations throughout the 

island.  

For visitors who may have had to postpone their holiday visits this year, Discover 

Puerto Rico offers a taste of five of the island's festive cocktails to try at home: 

coquito, the island's take on eggnog; pina colada; frozen boozy coconut-limeade; 

mojito; and strawberry champagne.  

St. Croix hosts its Carnival Festival between Christmas and New Year's. The Crucian 

Carnival features events in both Christiansted and Frederiksted, including calypso 

shows, Latin music venues, food fairs, horse races and parades. Some of the 

scheduled events available to spectators (masked, of course) are the Crucian Culinary  

Show on Dec. 29, the Children's Parade and Reggae Night, both on Jan. 1 and  
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Calypso Night on Jan. 3. Three Kings Day celebrations  round out the Christmas 

Carnival season on St. Croix on Jan. 6.  

Visitors to Grenada can experience the trimmings of a traditional Grenadian 

Christmas at hotels and resorts throughout the island; traditions include Parang songs 

accompanied by drums and string instruments; black cake made with island-distilled 

rum and flavored with island-grown nutmeg; and spiced ginger beer, sorrel juice and 

rum punches.  

Here are examples of other offerings at specific resorts:   

The Fairmont El San Juan Hotel tracks Santa's magical journey around the world on 

Christmas Eve on a giant monitor on display for guests of all ages. Freshly baked 

cookies for Santa and carrots for the reindeer are provided. Guests also can cozy up 

for a holiday movie under the stars, accompanied by a cocktail for adults and ice 

cream sundaes for the kids. Screenings are Dec. 24 through 27 at 6:30 p.m.  
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